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Members Present:  

 Fire Marshal Rodney Kwiatkowski – WMFR 
 Deputy Fire Marshal Marc Massella – CHFR 
 Deputy Fire Marshal Leticia Ownbey – PFD 
 Fire Marshal Chris Melser – BFD 
 Fire Marshal Michael Blake- EMFR 
 Fire Marshal Andrell Miller - NRFD 
 Bureau Administrator Jalex Leissler – WMFR 

Members Not Present:  

 Deputy Fire Marshal Frank Meola – SMFR  
Fire Marshal Jane Herrin – LKFD 

Guests Present:  

 Inspector Adam Chrisman – CHFR 
 Inspector Paul Reda – CHFR 
 Inspector Jonathan Carter – EMFR 
 Inspector Joe Silva – EMFR 
 Inspector Josh Adkins – WMFR 
 Inspector Lisa Kiernan – WMFR 
 Inspector Nick Riffe – WMFR 
 Inspector Adam Casteel – BFD 
 Inspector Cece Harsfield – EMFR 
 Inspector Cierra Price – NRFD 
 James Yarnell – Development Services 
 Kris Weiskopf – Development Services 
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Special Presentation: Captain Bloski from SMFR gave an informative 
presentation on Lithium Ion batteries and the special risks they present to the 
public and firefighting personnel. This was followed by a short break and the 
dismissal of non-member personnel who did not wish to stay. 

1. The meeting was called to order at 11:14am by FM Kwiatkowski. The pledge 
of allegiance followed the call to order. 

2. Changes to Agenda: There were none. 

3. Guest Comments/Presentations: There were none. 

4. Old Business:  

a. Trainings:  

i. Sprinkler Class – FM Blake: FM Blake distributed a flyer for the 
sprinkler class to be held on October 2nd, 2024 at 8am. 

ii. Board of Appeals Training – FM Kwiatkowski: FM Kwiatkowski 
briefly updated the committee regarding the success of this 
training.   

b. County Gate Systems: Nothing to report at this meeting. More 
information will be provided at April’s meeting, as decided at the 
February meeting.   

c. Mobile Food Vendors 

i. Inspector Casteel presented a food truck checklist to the 
committee. He discussed the changes to the code from the 2018 
edition to the 2021 edition. Specifically the code requiring 
annual inspection of the gas lines.  
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DFM Massella mentioned that many gas line companies 
probably will not certify work they didn’t install. For this reason 
the code was very likely struck. Inspector Casteel said that, in 
some cases, leniency is given to vendors as long as a gas log is 
kept.  

Inspector Casteel informed the committee that a OneDrive has 
been created to keep a record of all mobile food vendor 
inspections. He invited all present to give him their email so that 
they may be added to the drive. Some documents will be editable 
to allow other districts to add information. Inspector Casteel 
stressed the importance of a list that exists in the drive with 
resources and for mobile food vendors. 

Inspector Adkins inquired as to what violations would exist to 
make Inspector Casteel shut down a vendor on the spot. 
Inspector Casteel mentioned a few situations, such as gas leaks. 
He explained that, in some cases, he sees no problem in letting 
things slide as long as the vendor keeps proper documentation.  

FM Melser gave the committee a few examples of vendor 
interactions his team has had. He has been pleasantly surprised 
by the fact that there has not been a lot of push back from these 
inspections.  

Inspector Casteel announced that he will be meeting with SMFR 
and doing mobile food vendor inspections with them to educate 
their team. He volunteered his services to all of the districts 
present.  
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An update on the mobile food vendor decal was given. DFM 
Ownbey explained what the decal would look like. She then told 
the group that she is waiting for word from the MCFCA on what 
phrasing they would like on the decal. FM Kwiatkowski will bring 
this up at the next MCFCA meeting and report back.  

 

d. MCFCA Fee Schedule – DFM Massella 

i. New Proposed Fee Schedule: DFM Massella explained to the 
committee that there are fees on the schedule that have been 
found to be egregious. Due to this, he has proposed that the fire 
alarm sprinkler review fee should be reassessed. DFM Massella 
proposed a $250 fee for the first 5,000 sq. ft. with an additional 
$.01 per sq. ft. The committee agreed to have FM Kwiatkowski 
bring this new proposed fee schedule to the MCFCA. 

5. New Business 

a. Juvenile Firefighter Succession: SMFR not represented. This subject 
will be visited in detail next meeting. DFM Ownbey mentioned that she 
has a replacement in line, as well as DFM Meola. Inspector Hartsfield 
requested a night where everyone interested in getting certified can 
gather and run through the process.  

b. Inspector Quarterly Training: DFM Massella proposed that the 
quarterly inspector training be brought back. Inspector Hartsfield 
emphasized this, pointing out that the training they did in the past 
earned the inspectors CEUs. DFM Ownbey opined that all training 
should be reserved for these quarterly meetings so that the MCFMC 
meetings didn’t run as long. FM Kwiatkowski agreed that this training 
should be brought back. Details are to be worked out at a later time.  
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6. Department Reports:  

a. North River Fire Department: North River was proud to introduce their 
new Inspector, Cierra Price. Inspector Price is a Firefighter/Paramedic 
who joins the team from the line.  

b. Southern Manatee Fire & Rescue: Not represented.  

c. East Manatee Fire & Rescue: Nothing to report. 

d. Parrish Fire Department: DFM Ownbey spoke briefly about how many 
spec homes she has been reviewing. She asked the group if anyone is 
else is having an issue where the system is requiring BDAs for single 
family residences. There were no others having this issue.   

e. Cedar Hammock Fire Rescue: Nothing to report 

f. West Manatee Fire Rescue: FM Kwiatkowski invited the committee to 
WMFRs annual sign waving event for its swim safety campaign. This 
event will be Saturday, March 23rd from 9am-Noon.   

g. Bradenton Fire Department: Nothing to report.  

7. Next Meeting: April 9th, 2024 at 10am- CHFR. 

8. The meeting was adjourned at 11:54am by FM Kwiatkowski. 
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